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ABC WORLD NEWS TONIGHT
10 August 1983

JENNINGS: Good evening. The war in Chad raises many guestione,
some long~range. znc some short. Does it matter who wins? How,
3f 2t 2ll, will American interests be effected in north Centrszl
Airice? Anc what will z victory for the rebels, if it happens,
mean for their principzl supporter, Libve's Col. Khadafy?
Tonight, the immediztie cuestion centers on the northern ocasis
town cf Fave-largeau. That's the Principal scene of the
fighting today between the government zng the rebels. BHas it
fzllen? No ome is absolutely sure, though reports from Chad's
capital tonight suggest ite immeCiate future mezy be hanging in
the bzlance. We begin our report on this former Frenmch tolonv,
overseas with AB(C's Fierre Salinger in Paris.

SALINGER: Rebe) forces headed by former Chadian President
Goukouni Oueddei, supportec by Libyan troops, tanks snd aireraft
openec¢ & massive atlack this morning on the sirategic oasis of
Feys~largeau in the north of Chac. There is growing fear in
defense and diplomstic circles here that the military situationo
in Chac it deteriorating rapidly, posing a serious threat to the
future of the French and American-backed government of President
Hissene Habre. Some 2,500 of Eabre's best Lroops have been
surroundec¢ in Fays-Llargeau for s week. Goukouni's

representztive in Paris, “Abduron Hugsz, claimed Faye—largeazu
hac¢ fzllen intec the hands ©f the rebels. 1In ine capital,
N'Djamena, the "Chacian informstion minister conceded Habre's
troops were in serious lrouble and szic the 2itack had been
bezten batk after three hours of narc fighting. Thus the tate of
Feve-lzrgeau remsin: in guestion. What is confirmed is that
Libys is deeply involvec in the confisct. ABC News has learnec
irox @ former mercenarv vilot who worked for the Libvans that
Oolber meTctenzry Piiol:, many of ther recruiled by the former Clx
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Ying in shipmentis of &z small litslian fighter
plane to provice 2ir cover for advancing grounc trocps. French
parziroopers, who hzve been stztionec in the Central Africe
Republic, were orderec¢ into the Chac capitzl, N'Djamens, last
night. The first contingence arrived today. 4nd Frenmeh
governmeni sources sai€ s total of 500 paratroopers are being
dispatched to Chad as training instructors to shore up the
Chadian army. 4 number of American advisers, seen here in
civilian clothes, are alresdy in Chad to instruct the army in
the use of Red-Ive missiles sent by the Reagan administration.
1f Faya-largesu has rezlly fallen, anc with it 2,500 of Habdbre's
best! troops--reportedly 85% of his army. It will be a heavy blow
to Habre anc¢ his French znd American supporters. It will cpen
the road to the Libvan-tackec rebels 1o re-establish domination
over Chad. Pierre Szlinger. ABC News, Paris.
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JENNIKGS: Fell, two more ouestions: What wi)] the French, or
what will the Unitec States do Ic rreven! the rebels from taking
over northern Chac anc then perhaps advancing south to Chad's
capital of N'Djamenz? hKere's our senjor torrespondent Johnn
Scal:,

SCALI: Jop U.S. intelligence ig warning that France jis
unwilling to deploy enough military force to stop &ltacking
Libyan forces from seizing zll northern Chac. The French
siralegy a2ppears to be to accept z partizl Libyan military
victory in order to avoic s mzjor confrontation with Col.
Rnhadzfy, which woulg endanger French economic and financial
interests"in Libye. Paris insists there is no glternative in
View of the unpopularity with the Frenmeh Public of the
pro-Western Habre government. President Mitterranc is reportec
ready as needed, however, to seng substantial ground forces plus
&ir power to help keep the capita) of N'Djamenz from £alling.

1f they are sent, French reinforcements will join some 2,500
troops from 2zire who are being air-lifted to N'Djamens by
American planes. 1In backstage talks, U.S. administrztion
leaders have made it known they will not substitute American
personnel to carry out militar responsibilites the U.S.
believes the French should Show. American aid will not be
escalated, officizls say. No U.S. troops will be sent to Chag.
L.S. intelligpence believes that even 3 pertial Victory will
threaten Libys's neighbors,.particularly Niger, = former French
colony with uranium deposits. Presicdent Reagan is reportec
disappointed thst the Frenmch 2re notl doing more to slop Knadafy.
But French authorities explain that French pPublic opinion would
not back z mzjor French military involvement ip Chac any more
Lhan American public opinion will support American military

!

inlervention in I) Szlvador, " John Scali, ABC News, Washington.
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